Introduction
The stunning transformation of the Franciscan order from a small band of laymen into a well-organized international order of educated preachers and theologians, with schools all over Europe, took place even more quickly than was acknowledged until recently.1 Ignoring suggestive insights by Hilarin Felder, who in 1904 published the first genuinely scholarly monograph on this issue, many historians writing on Franciscan education have argued that the question of studies was only addressed systematically under the minister general Bonaventure (1257 Bonaventure ( -1273 , and more in particular in the Narbonne Constitutions of 1260. According to this interpretation, the creation of a school network began in earnest under the Franciscan minister generals Albert of Pisa (1239) and Haymo of Faversham (1240 -1243 , to be brought to full fruition under Bonaventure.
As numerous Franciscan study houses can be traced back to the early 1220s, and Franciscan chronicles provide references to lectors and the exchange of students during the 1230s, it becomes plausible to assume that the creation of schools and provincial study houses for the training of lectors was well under way under the leadership of Elias, who governed the Franciscan order as a vicar between 1221-1226, and again as minister general between 1232-1239. This brings the problem of studies back to Francis's final years. Between his abdication as order leader in 1221 and his death in 1226, Franciscan schools and study houses started to appear in Italy, Spain, France, and England. Francis must have been well aware of that. The discussions concerning the status of such texts, whose voices they represented, and how they could be put in a proper chronological order, have kept Franciscan scholars busy for more than a century.3 Some of these works seemingly provide first-hand testimony on Francis's qualms about the pursuit of learning, as Sabatier was keen to point out in his
